—
e e
e ———
;
D ———— ]
e
.
e e .
e e s

Workers and oppressed peoples of the world unite

e e — e

e e
e ——

The Mideast truce and

the false superpower concept p. 6
Nixon: The crisis deepens p. 7
The government, the state,
and who they represent p. 8
Vol. 15, No. 20 November 16, 1973 25 cents

Who is responsible

or

The real émﬂm..mul
the Pentagon and

the super-rich

.- wh

‘energy crisis’?

—see page 4

How oil companies
helped create
the shortage

Why it's not
the Arabs’ fault

6l union alerts troops to danger of military coup

NOVEMBER 15—Is Nixon contemplating a military coup?

Syndicated columnist Jack Anderson disclosed today: ‘’One of
President Nixon’s earliest acts after he moved into the White
House was to draw up contingency plans for the call-up of federal
troops in case of a domestic crisis. . . . Some high officials, aware
of Nixon’s belligerent attitude toward his Watergate critics,
wonder whether he would use his emergency power to hang on to
the presidency if he should be faced with impeachment. . ..

““The plans are ready for him to declare a state of emergency,
meanwhile, if he should choose. The details of the military
takeover are laid out in classified confingency plans known

collectively as ‘Garden Plot.” *

Anderson has got hold of a Xerox copy of the coup plan with
the words ““approve’” and ‘’good planning’’ written in Nixon’s
handwriting in the bottom margin.

This Anderson article, which refers to ““the worried whispers
(about a coup) which have been heard at the highest levels of
government,”” comes hard on the heels of accumulating evidence
that Washington is seriously considering such a contingency asa
way out of the present crisis.

For story on these startling developments and opposition
mounting among rank-and-file Gls, see page 7.
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Pay Board robs hospital
workers of $3 raise

By an 1199 rank-and-filer

NEWYORK, Nov. 12—Since last
Monday this city has been the scene of a
bitter struggle between 30,000 hospital
workers and a staggering array of op-
ponents including the League of Voluntary
Hospitals (management), the Federal Cost
of Living Council (Nixon), the federal
courts, and the mass media. Today, the
workers returned to their jobs, having been
issued an ultimatum by the Council to ac-
cept a 6 percent raise or else.

The workers, organized into Local 1199
of the Drug and Hospital Workers, hit the
bricks last Monday morning at 48 area
hospitals and nursing homes to dramatize
their demand that Nixon’s Cost of Living
Council immediately approve the 7.5 per-
cent wage increase which the ‘union had
supposedly won through arbitration in June
of 1972. A previous wage increase was
delayed 11 months by the Council and the
union warned it would not tolerate another
long delay this year. The November 1

Striking hospital workers heckle security guards who are protecting a scab garbage truck.

W. Hartford mayor tells
Puerto Ricans to stay out

By MARK DORAN

The racism of a big-shot mayor in West
Hartford, Connecticut, has caused an ex-
plosion in the Puerto Rican community.
Mayor Ellsworth Grant has taken his place
alongside the Yortys and Rizzos of larger
cities.

The storm started when Mayor Grant
was quoted as saying: ‘‘There is no room
here for people who cannot work in the types
of jobs we have.” When asked to elaborate
he said, ‘““The Puerto Rican people, for in-
stance.”

The community’s reaction of outrage
caused the mayor to make what he thought
was a ‘“‘clarification.” He said it was an
‘‘economic problem,’” and that anyone was
welcome provided they could work in the
city—in other words, those who are
‘“‘qualified”’ to work as executives in West
Hartford’s insurance industry. While
refusing to meet with a prominent Puerto
Rican community leader, Grant told
reporters: ‘‘The matter is closed.”

The mayor is right that it is an economic

problem, but that only probes at the root of
the mayor’s racism. First there is the
economic problem of the mayor himself and
his financial backers in the big insurance
companies who hold the economic life of the
city in their pocket. In terms of con-
centration of wealth, insurance companies
are the largest nonindustrial corporations.

Then there is the racist discrimination
against the Puerto Rican people, who are
written off by big business as fit only to work
in sweatshops and factories or to form part
of the army of the unemployed.

To their plight, Grant arrogantly
replies, ‘“They are #oing to have to stay in
the core city or go back where they came
from.” In other words back to Puerto Rico—
which has been invaded by the very
moneymen who won't let Puerto Ricans live
in West Hartford!

Mayor Grant, you and your friends in
the insurance industry are the economic
problem, and the day will come when the
workers, Black, Puerto Rican, and white,
will take matters out of your hands.

WW photo: Dick

deadline set by the union for Council action
passed with the Council indicating that it
had no intention of meeting on the issue until
after Thanksgiving. The workers, however,
felt they had waited long enough. Their
wage increase was supposed to begin July 1.

The Council, as well as the League of
Voluntary Hospitals, the federal courts, and
the media, have come down heavily on the
strikers. Daily reports issued by the League
on hospital conditions here have been
calculated to portray the striking workers
as bloodthirsty and drunken brawlers who
are indifferent to the welfare of the patients.
The administrators and professionals found
it very difficult to provide even minimum
service without the workers, but instead of
putting pressure on the Council to come
through with the full increase or, better yet,
granting the wage increase in anticipation
of a favorable Council ruling, the League
attacked the union.

This sudden concern for the patients
smelled very fisny to the workers and there
is a strong feeling that the League knew in
advance that the agreement it reached with
the union would be overturned by the
Council. Of course, this is just the way Nixon
planned it when he announced that the
Council would oversee wage increases for
health workers and other underpaid
workers, especially in industries where a
majority are nonwhite (between 70 and 80
percent of Local 1199’s members are Black
and Latin) and female (70 percent of the
members are women). Nixon had the
mandatory 5.5 percent wage guidelines
continued in these industries while they
were made voluntary for other workers.

The newspapers made it abundantly
clear whose side they were on. All week they
interviewed ‘‘overworked’’ administrators
and “‘tireless’’ doctors and portrayed them,
as well as the patients, as victims of the
“selfish’’ workers. In fact, the workers let
through all crucial supplies such as blood
and oxygen and, in spite of the propaganda
against them, won widespread sympathy
among other workers in New York City for
their struggle against skyrocketing living
costs.

In ordinary times, these workers, who
take care of maintenance, laundry, food,
cleaning, and other jobs which have little
prestige, are continuously told how unim-
portant they are and are treated with little
respect by the big wigs. But the strike has
made it clear that without them, the
hospitals cannot function. It has also ex-
posed the racism, sexism, and elitism of the
administrators and professionals, many of
whom brake down under pressure of doing
hard work for the first time in their lives,
things the workers do every day. And it was
a real joke to hear those doctors, many of .
whom put their biggest efforts into im-
proving their golf games, saying that the
workers don't care about the patients.
Unlike these overpaid labor fakers, the
workers are there with the patients every
day, get to know them well, and work to
make their hospital stays truly comfortable
and pleasant.

As if the hostility of the League and the
press weren't enough, Federal District
Judge Robert L. Carter issued a restraining
order against the strike and leveled fines of
$500,000 on the union, additional penalties of
$25,000 per day for each day the strike
continued, $10,000 on union head Leon Davis,
and similar fines on 14 other union officials.
No such penalties were leveled against
members of the Cost of Living Council,
though it brazenly defied the court’s order to
meet on Saturday. Could the collusion of the
various agencies of the hosses’ government
he any clearer?

The sisters and brothers of Local 1199
met the barrage of attacks with courage and
unity. Strike support was 99 percent with
strong lines at all the hospitals.

The Cost of Living Council ruling is a
racist attack on low-paid workers and a
threat to the whole process of collective
bargaining. Nixon has bailed out an in-
dividual employer using the whole power of
the capitalist government. But the workers
know very well that this was not the final
battle. They are madder than hell and even
now are planning strategy for the next
clash, which may come when the present
contract .,m.xv:..mm._‘waxﬁ June.
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NLRB sues supporters of Farah strikers

Special to Workers World

ROCHESTER, N.Y., Nov. 12—The
National Labor Relations Board for the
upstate N.Y. region today failed to win an
injunction against the Center for United
Labor Action (CULA) in the Federal
District Court in Rochester which would
have barred any and all activity in support
of the Farah strikers. Sibley's, a depart-
ment store that Rochester CULA has been
picketing and boycotting for carrying scab
Farah slacks, filed the initial complaint with
the NLRB. The temporary stay.of an in-

junction goes back to court, however, on
Monday, November 19.

The Center views this as an extremely
important political attack by the antilabor
Nixon administration. It reflects a racist
conspiracy on the part of Nixon and the
Farah Manufacturing Co., using the NLRB
as a cover, to break the Farah strike.
Furthermore, although focusing on the
Rochester CULA, the NLRB’s move is seen
as an attempt to prevent this independent
labor organization from supporting on a
nationwide level the just struggles of the

While the NLRB tries to enjoin support for striking Farah workers, members of CULA

continue to picket store carrying scab slacks.

Last of Hou

By JULIO GHIGLIOTTY

HOUSTON, Nov. 11—The initial phase
of the Houston 12 defense has ended with the
release of Eugenio Trujillo and George
Cardenas on Tuesday, November 6.

In a five-minute arraignment hearing,
originally a ‘‘probation revocation”
hearing, Judge Miron Love of Harris
County, Houston, set December 17 as the
date for the probation hearing. He also
released the two Chicanos on their personal
recognizance for the charge of breaking
probation and he reduced the bail for the
aggravated assault charge from $1,500 to
$400, enabling the Defense Committee to get
them out that same day.

The morning of the arraignment, about
60 relatives and supporters held a press
conference outside the Harris County
Courthouse to demand the freedom of the
two Chicanos. In an obvious attempt to
defuse a strong show of support inside the
courtroom, the two defendants were brought
in sharply at 9 a.m. and rushed through the
hearing in five minutes. The hallway outside
the courtroom was filled with supporters as
they got off the elevators. They got into the
courtroom as George and Eugenio were
being led out of the room. However, the
judge had gotten a leaflet outside as he
came into the building and he did see the
many supporters outside, so the effect was
not lost.

The struggle for the defense of the 12
antiwar demonstrators, arrested on October
9 while demonstrating against U.S.
aggression in the Middle East, has involved
a battle against the biased bourgeois media

Workers World—Nov. 16, 1973
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ston 12 free

and police propaganda. Radio and TV in-
terviews in which the 12 have participated
have reeked with an air of hostility against
the Arab cause, with the interviewers
throwing out such questions as:‘“What were
Chicanos doing demonstrating for an Arab
cause?”” The only exception was the Black
radio station, KYOK. Kenneth Brantly,
interviewer for the station, asked probing
questions which got down to the facts of the
case.

The probation hearing on December 17
for Eugenio Trujillo and George Cardenas
will open the second phase of the defense—
picking apart the state’s frameup charges.
To prove that the two Chicanos broke
probation, the prosecution will have to prove
its charge of “‘aggravated assault on a

Al

workers and the oppressed. Particularly, it
is an attempt to break the bonds of solidarity
between the Farah strikers and the CULA
and to destroy the support they have been
able Yo mobilize on a national scale.

Their case is based on a ridiculous legal
argument: that the CULA is an agent of the
Amalgamated Clothing Workers of
America. This is supposed to justify an
injunction against the organization’s suc-
cessful strike support efforts in Rochester.
In other words, these racist conspirators are
making a serious attempt to un-
constitutionally corral and contain the
national CULA’s efforts on behalf of the
Farah strickers and are attempting to
prevent any national organization, such as
the CULA, from mobilizing the masses in
support of any struggles of the workers and
the oppressed that might develop.

The Center for United Labor Action has
been consistently involved in supporting the
over 3,000 Farah workers (most of whom
are Chicana women) who have been on
strike for over a year and a half demanding
union recognition, higher pay, and an end to
the racist and brutal conditions on the job.
CULA chapters all over the country have
been successfully supporting this strike. In
New York City, CULA was successful in
forecing Korvettes department store to cease
its racist strikebreaking and take its scab
Farah slacks off the racks.

The members of Rochester CULA,
refusing to be intimidated, have continued
and stepped up their support of the Farah
strikers. This past Saturday, November 10,
they along with members of the Buffalo
chapter of CULA held another successful
picket line in front of Sibley’s department
store. Over 40 people attended.

Following the federal court appearance
this past Monday, at which the CULA was
successful in winning a temporary stay of
the injunction for at least a week, Mike Tilli,
National Chairman of the CULA, in
Rochester to assist the brothers and sisters

on bail

police officer’’—a charge which all the
defendants face. This will give the defense
an accurate portrayal of the state’s flimsy
case against the 12 Brothers.

Now that all 12 are out on bail, they must
prepare for the long, hard struggle of a
protracted defense to counter the hysterical
propaganda put out by the Houston
“‘Justice” Department.

Funds are still needed for day-to-day
struggle. We.cannot depend on the rich for
funds to defend our brothers. Only
progressive people and those in our class—
the working class—have come forward to
help us out. The Houston 12 Defense Com-
mittee urgently appeals to all progressive
people to continue sending funds to help
fight the oppression which is common to all

in this battle, made this statement on the
courthouse steps: ‘‘Racist antilabor Nixon
and the Farah Co. are attempting to smash
the effectiveness of CULA as an independent
national organization capable of giving aid
and assistance to workers and oppressed
who are attempting to fight the bosses in an
effort to better their conditions of life. The
CULA will bend all its efforts to break this
union-busting and racist conspiracy.

“We plan to increase the pace of our
activities. Distributions will be carried out
on a daily basis. Speaking engagements are
being organized. Every effort will be made
to mobilize the masses of people to break
this new attack upon the workers and the
oppressed.

“We plan to be out in front of Sibley’s
again this Saturday with renewed deter-
mination to inform the people of this serious
attempt by the federal government to break
the Farah strike. Victory to the Farah
strikers!”

of us. The Committee’s address is: 3520
Moore St., Houston, Texas 77009, phone
(713) 227-4022.

Free the Houston 12!!'! Stop police
brutality against Third World people!!!

5 for $1.00

Send revolutionary greetings

to your friends this year

order greeting cards from

Youth Against War & Fascism

46 W. 21 St.
New York, N.Y. 10010

10 for $1.75 25 for $2.50
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Who's responsible for the ‘energy crisis’?

By EDDIE YOOD

A nationwide hysteria is being whipped
up about the so-called energy crisis. Nixon is
talking -about the first fuel rationing
program since World War II. Tighten your
belts, sacrifice, freeze if necessary say the
oil monepolies and their government agents.
They talk to the poor and working people of
this country as if we were the ones who
caused the crisis.

And this from an administration un-
matchea in U.S. history for its criminal
activity, for its deceit, bribes (many from
the oil companies themselves!), and lies.

The rulers of this country have used
millions of tons of oil and other precious
resources in the most destructive war in
history in Indochina. They have just sent
billions of dollars of military supplies (in-
cluding fuel for jets and tanks) to Israel. On
top of that, they have created an artificial
fuel shortage in America, a land of bountiful
natural resources, and then blamed it on
everyone but themselves!

Who are the real wasters? The New
York Times (Noyember 11) blamed the
energy crisis on ‘“‘our profligate society.”
Nixon talks about the ‘‘average American”
who uses'as much energy in a week as most
people use in a year. But who is this average
American? It’s certainly not the Black or
Latin worker who’s lucky to get heat from
the slumlord. And if it’s a worker who must
drive to the job, is it his or her fault there’s
no decent public transportation?

The real wasters are inithe Pentagon, in
the private jet planes and chauffered
limousines. They are the heads of useless
and destructive industries that prey on the
people. They are the super-tycoons who let
their greed for profits stand in the way of a
planned, rational, and efficient society.

IS THERE REALLY A FUEL SHORTAGE?

All the crisis talk of a 4-day week and
gasoline at $1.20 a gallon might sound as
though the oil wells had suddenly gone dry.

But on October 18 a Senate hearing was
heldto find out why a staff official of the
Federal Power Commission actually
destroyed information on fuel reserves in
the U.S. And in the testimony it came out
that there are 167 offshore Louisiana leases,
a total of 838,000 acres of proven fuel
reserves, which the petroleum industry isn’t
bothering to use.

If that destroyed data were known, it
might show a lot more resources untapped.

We already know that the major oi-
companies were withholding gasoline a few
months ago to drive up the price. This came
out from independent gas station owners,
who charged that the big oil firms were
trying to squeeze the small owners out of
business. (This is also happening in Britain,
where U.S. and Anglo oil monopolies are
forcing out all the little independent
dealers.)

The U.S. controls tremendous fuel
reserves throughout the 50 states that are
largely untapped. It has the largest proven
coal reserves in the world. But it’'s ex-
pensive to get much of this energy out of the
ground in a way that won’t destroy the
environment. And the oil and coal com-
panies are used to decades of going where
labor is cheap, getting the fuel out in the
cheapest possible way without a care for
anything else, and leaving when the best
stuff has been got out, even if there’s a lot of
fuel still left in the ground

RECORD PROFITS OF OIL COMPANIES

While they’re telling us we might be
freezing this winter, how are things at the oil
companies? They are making record
profits. (See chart.) They are using real and
artificial shortages to drive up the price of
fuel oil, gasoline, electricity, cooking gas,
coal—and these higher prices are being
passed along in transit fares, etc.

And when they charge the military
machine higher prices, the bill is just passed
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along to us in more - taxes! (The single
largest consumer of oil is the U.S. Navy.
And the Secretary of the Navy, Robert
Warner, Jr., is the son-in-law of Paul Mellon
of Gulf Qil. Neat trick!)

When the U.S. military submits a bill of
$85 billion this year, it means ever higher
prices for essentials like oil, bigger profits
for the oil companies, and more shortages
for the people—who only consume about 30
percent of the nonmilitary energy used in
the U.S.

The companies that will be raking it in
are some of the biggest in the world. Just a
few families of financiers like the
Rockefellers and the Mellons dominate the
major U.S. oil companies.

In 1966, three oil companies—Standard
Oil of New Jersey, Standard Oil of
California, and Mobil Oil—controlled 18
percent of all the combined foreign assets of
all 4,200 U.S. corporations doing business
abroad. All three are dominated by the
Rockefellers.

The Rockefeller interests have
dominated U.S. foreign policy for most of
this century. Secretary of State John Foster
Dulles, who made policy when the Marines
were sent to Lebanon in 1958, was groomed
for his government position at the
Rockefeller Foundation. Secretary of State
Kissinger, now responsible for protecting
the oil companies’ interests in the Mideast,
entered “‘public life’’ after working for—the
Rockefeller Foundation.

These gigantic supranational firms,
practically empires unto themselves, have
been spared paying about $140 billion in
taxes since the oil depletion allowance and
other tax breaks went into effect. No wonder
they didn’t mind kicking in a few million for
Nixon’s campaign!

DANGER TO ENVIRONMENT

Under pressure of the ‘‘energy crisis,””
bills have been stampeded through
Congress in recent weeks that cancel out
many of the conservation measures adopted
earlier. The big fuel companies had of
course resisted these measures all along.
Take coal, for instance. Coal supplies are
abundant, but the coal companies don’t
want to take the necessary measures to
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protect the terrain, maintain adequate
safety conditions for the miners, and
prevent the kind of disaster that occurred
when a slag heap collapsed and the village
of Buffalo Creek was swept away in
February 1972.

Nixon called for allowing more strip
mining in his ‘“energy crisis” speech,
thereby earning more support from the coal
barons. But the minable underground coal
reserves in this country are 8 to 10 times
larger than strippable reserves. If it were
just a question of getting more energy, the
underground coal would do fine: But the coal
barons want to get coal cheaply so they can
make more profit. And it’s cheaper to get it
by stripping off the surface of the earth (it
takes one-third the manpower), even when
that means wrecking the countryside,
gouging out whole towns, and causing
terrible erosion.

Nixon asked for speeding up the
licensing and construction of nuclear power
plants. But from 1958 to 1965 there were 15
spills of radioactive fallout at such in-
stallations. This year at the Hanford,
Washington storage tank where 75 percent
of the U.S. radioactive wastes are kept (and
which is owned by Atlantic Richfield Oil
Company), 115,000 gallons of radioactive
waste leaked into the ground. Some of it is
capable of killing people for the next 25,000
years.

The Nixons, Mellons, and Rockefellers
say they have to endanger the lives of
present and future generations to get more
fuel, but they won’t consider cutting back
their enormous military machine because it
protects their empire of profits!

OIL AND THE ARAB PEOPLE

Don’t blame us for the high prices and
shortages! say Nixon and the oil companies.
It’s all the fault of those Arabs!

Why have the Arab countries begun an
embargo on oil to the U.S.? And should that
alone cause an ‘‘energy crisis’’ over here?

The oil billionaires have been taking out
fabulous profits from the Middle East for
decades. If things continued to go their way,
their present investment of $5 billion in
Mideast oil would be yielding $5.9 billion in
profits each year by 1980. They've been
getting almost $3 billion a year profit as it
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is—which is about half  of all U.S. profits
made overseas.

What if you lived in a poor country and
saw that kind of incredible wealth being
drained away year after year? Wouldn't you
fight to do something about it?

Before 1971, the Arab countries only got
about 3 cents on every gallon of gasoline
refined from their oil. And the masses of
people, of course, got practically nothing,
since the U.S. presence helped to prop up the
most corrupt sheiks and kings in the
countries with the most oil.

Arab oil workers are among the lowest
paid in the world ($2 a day at Aramco),
which is one reason why Arab oil is so
cheap—and so profitable for the oil com-
panies. Another reason is that it gushes
from the ground under natural pressure,
and no pumping is required. Getting a
barrel of oil out of the ground in Kuwait
costs just six cents.

But in 1971 the oil-producing countries
got together at the Teheran Conference and
decided they would demand a bigger cut of
the oil revenues. They didn’t go as far as to
take over these robbing corporations (which
they have every right to do!), but it scared
the oil monopolies.

Then came the build-up for the recent

‘(Continued on page 15)
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UN and creation of Israel

Is UN a ‘peacekeeper’ in the Mideast?

By P. MEISNER

The fourth Arab-Israeli war in the last
25 years has once again raised an often-
asked question: What role does the UN play
in the Middle East? Is it just a neutral
‘‘peacekeeping force,” or is its ‘“neutral”
image manipulated by U.S. imperialism?

Before going back to the forties, when
both Israel and the UN were being created,
let's first examine the most -recent
ceasefire. When the war began on October 6,
the United Arab Republic (UAR) and Syria
quickly recaptured portions of the Golan
Heights and the Sinai Peninsula seized by
Israel in the June War of 1967. The Arab
advances took place within the first week of
the war, and showed a whole new
relationship of forces in the Mideast. But it
is no coincidence that the UN did not
produce a ceasefire resolution then.

The U.S. finally got the USSR to support
a ceasefire resolution on October 22, only
after Israel had been sufficiently resupplied
by Washington and after Israel had reoc-
cupied most of the territory it had just lost.
And to boot, the UN did nothing to stop
Israel from violating the October 22
ceasefire and from capturing a large chunk
of Egyptian territory on the west bank of the
Suez Canal—in spite of yet another UN
‘‘peacekeeping’”” force (called the “UN
Emergency Force”). Thus, the new settle-
ment just signed by the UAR' and Israel
doesn’t even make Israel go back to the
October 22 ceasefire lines. It provides Israel

with an additional territorial advantage in

negotiating with the Arab nations. :

It should be obvious that the only
protection the Arab countries have against
further Israeli (and U.S.) aggression is their
own strength and support from socialist and

.progressive countries—not the UN.

Again, the UN has diplomatically
reinforced Israel’s expansion into Arab
lands and perhaps even more significantly,
it has covered up the aggressive role of the
U.S. in backing its client state of Israel. And,
unfortunately, it was zll done with the active
collaboration of the revisionist Seviet
leaders.

Moreover, the Palestinian people and
their organizations again have been com-
pletely excluded from all negotiations,
whether inside or outside the UN, thereby
bolstering the diplomatic position of Israel
as a ‘“‘sovereign state’” and further denying
the existence of the Palestinian nation.

CREATION OF UN

The UN was created in late 1945 largely
at the initiative of the U.S. government, the
decisive victor and conqueror in the second
major war between the imperialist powers.
Everything in the UN was originally
designed for U.S. dominance, from its
financing to the structure of the Security
Council, where the U.S. could veto, if
necessary, any ‘‘operative’” decision it
didn’t like. But the big facade of the UN was
that all nations represented would be
treated as “‘equal,” whether big or small,
capitalist or socialist, imperialist or
neocolonial.

In reality, the U.S. was to have a solid
voting bloc in the UN (retained to this very
day) composed of its neocolonial . puppet
states in Latin America, Africa, and Asia,
along with its semidependent imperialist
countries in Western Europe.

The Palestine-Israel issue was first
brought before the UN in April 1947. British
imperialism, in effect a defeated and bat-
tered imperialist power after World War 1II,
could no longer control its colony in
Palestine, after three decades of ‘‘divide
and conquer’’ rule over the Arabs and Jews
living in Palestine. Rather than allow real
self-determination, the British turned
Palestine over to the UN—which was the
same as giving it over to the new leader of
Western imperialism, the U.S.

- Washington’s objective was to get a
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firm foothold in any new state or states,
regardless of form, carved out of Palestine.
Having backed the Zionist forces heavily in
Palestine, Washington knew that the
Zionists had the upper hand militarily over
the Palestinian Arabs.

But the U.S. role would be better hidden
if the UN (rather than the U.S. directly)
were-to “create” a solution to the Palestine
conflict.

. In November 1947, the UN barely passed
the Partition Resolution over the opposition
of all Arab nations. This resolution rubber-
stamped the Zionist conquests and called for
a Jewish state comprising 56 percent of the
total area of Palestine and an Arab state of
43 percent of the area, with an international
zone (Jerusalem, Bethlehem, etc.) com-
prising 1 percent. However, the population
of the Jewish state would be just about 50
percent Jewish and 50 percent Arab, while
the Arab state would be 98 percent Arab and
only 2 percent Jewish.

For opportunist reasons, the USSR,
under the leadership of Stalin, supported the
imperialist carving up of Palestine,
marking the beginning of a historic
betrayal of the cause of Arab national
liberation. Stalin thought he could have
significant political influence over the new
Jewish ~state, but he completely
miscalculated the Zionist leadership’s role
as a puppet of U.S. imperialism.

The Palestinian Arab position on the UN
Partition Plan was succinctly stated by
Sami Hadawi in his book, Palestine, Loss of
a Heritage, published in 1963:

“The Palestinian Arabs, supported by
the Arab states, rejected the partition for
obvious reasons. They maintained that,
contrary to what public opinion had been

given to understand, the General Assembly
of the United Natiens was not a legislative or
judicial body and, therefore, its reselution
on the partition of Palestine was no more
than a recommendation. It did not have the
force of a decision and could not be binding
on the majority of the people of Palestine
who had opposed it. The action of the United
Nations was therefore umconstitutional,
since it conflicted with the basic principle
for which the world organization had been
established, namely, to uphold the right of
all nations, great and small, to self-
determination.

“By denying the Palestinian Arabs, who
formed the two-thirds majority of the
country in 1947, the right to decide for
themselves, the United Nations was
violating its own principles.”

Thus, the UN did not physically
establish the Jewish state in Palestine, but it
gave the new state quasi-legal or diplomatic
recognition. It was the armed conquest by
the Zionist forces, and, of course, their
imperialist backers in Washington that
created the Zionist state.

But the Zionist forces were not satisfied
with expropriating 50 percent of Palestine.
The better armed and better trained Zionist
troops launched a campaign of terror ex-
pelling tens of thousands of Palestinian
Arabs from the UN-designated Arab state
sector as well as from the Jewish state
sector. By May 1948, some 400,000
Palestinians had been forced out of their
homeland.

On May 14, 1948, the Zionist leadership
had declared statehood. Simultaneously the
UN General Assembly passed a resolution
dropping the Partition Plan, thereby
ratifying Israel’s already “illegal” ex-

The 1956 invasion of Suez

By JOEL MEYERS

‘“Israel’s job is to be kind of a watch-
dog. . . . Israel can be trusted to pumish
one or a number of neighboring countries
whose lack of politeness to the West became
too much.”

These words of G. Schocken in the
Israeli publication Haaretz of September 30,
1951, are remarkable for their accuracy.

Perhaps one of the clearest con-
firmations of this ‘““watchdog’’ character of
Israel came in the 1956 invasion of Egypt by
Israel, in partnership with Britain and
France.

After the overthrow in Egypt of the
archreactionary King Farouk and his
camarilla, Abdel Gamal Nasser and the
nationalist elements around him had
proceeded to establish a degree of in-
dependence from the Western imperialists
by building ties with the socialist camp,
although at the same time not breaking
completely with the old imperialist powers.
This policy was advanced as ‘‘positive
neutralism.”

Some of the landmarks in the breach
with total dependence on Western im-
perialism were Nasser’s overtures to
People’s China during Egypt’s participation
at the Bandung Conference of nonaligned
countries and, shortly thereafter, his receipt
0f-$80 million in arms from Czechoslovakia.
(At that time, the Sino-Soviet split had not
developed into the mutually destructive
feud that now delights the common enemy
at the expense of the entire camp of the
oppressed.)

The U.S., Britain, and France retaliated
in various panicky moves such as with-
drawing aid to the Aswan Dam Project and
lending support to various pro-imperialist
plotters inside Egypt itself. These moves,
although intended, according to the 1971
New York Times Almanac, to ‘‘drive Nasser
from power,” only succeeded in widening

pansion. Prior to May 1948, Washington had
supported a proposal to put Palestine, at
least temporarily, under the authority of the
UN Trusteeship Council (where the USSR
was not represented), in which the U.S.
could more directly control both the Jewish
and Arab sections of Palestine.

But the quick military turn of events in
favor of the Zionist forces convinced the
imperialist strategists in Washington that
supporting the newly expanded Jewish state
would make U.S. imperialism’s image look
favorable to the Zionist leadership—
especially since the USSR as well as the
Zionists were strong opponéents of
trusteeship. And on May 15, 1948, the U.S.
had already recognized the state of Israel.

The Zionist declaration of independence
was at the same time a declaration of war
against the Palestinian Arabs. Arab nations
immediately intervened on behalf of the
persecuted and already dispersed
Palestinian Arabs and in order to halt
Israeli aggression and expansion. And
despite several ceasefire resolutions passed
by the UN, the Israeli forces continued to
drive out thousands more Palestinians from
‘their homeland until there were more than
one million refugees and Israel had
conquered more than 77 percent of
Palestinian territory (compared to the 56
percent originally ‘mandated’’ by the 1947
UN Partition Plan).

ISRAEL JOINS THE UN CLUB

Washington then promptly rewarded
itself and the Zionist aggressors for their
military triumphs by getting Israel mem-
bership in the UN on May 11, 1949.

Thus, Israel was destined to become
Washington’s and Wall Street’s garrison
state in the Middle East, to be used as a club
over the Palestinian people and the Arab
states in order to protect the billion-dollar
U.S. investments in the oil-rich Arab
countries. On the other hand, to avoid a
continentwide Arab rebellion against U.S.
imperialist exploitation, ' Washington has
had to, on occasion, restrain the meost
aggressive, reactionary, and expansionist
between 1948 and 1968, Israel was con-
demned by 31 UN resolutions for aggressive
acts against Arab states, with the U.S.
supporting many, although not all, of the
resolutions.

(To be continued.)

Egyptian troops cross the Suez Canal on pontoon bridges to win back Sinai land. As
early as 1956, Israel sought to gain control of the canal.

Egypt’s break with the imperialists.

Finally, in 1956, the Nasser regime
nationalized the Suez Canal, without
compensation to its Anglo-French owners
'who had milked a fortune out of Egypt
through it.

Now, if Israel had been just one more
oppressed country in the area, it too would
have seen the seizure of the Suez Canal as
prying loose the imperialist vultures’

. stranglehold on the virtual aorta of the

Mideast region. But, instead, Israel laun-

-.ched a “retaliatory’’ invasion of Egypt.

This had to be called off, however,
when the U.S., instead of backing its
European allies and their watchdog, sought
to take advantage of the situation to push the
British and French out of the Middle East
and thereby leave U.S. imperialist
hegemony in the area a free hand.

During the next months after the in-

vasion of Egypt, the Nuri Said government
of Iraq, one of the most reactionary
governments of the area, was overthrown in
a popular uprising. And in the aftermath
of this uprising, the ' governments of
"Lebanon and Jordan were only narrowly
propped up by direct U.S.-British troop
intervention. Egypt went on to seize all
British and French holdings in the area.

Since that time Israel has developed
from being a ‘“‘watchdog” for imperialism
into a virtual garrison state. At the urging of
its imperialist masters, it has again and
again made the Suez Canal the target of its
military actions—depriving the Egyptian
government of a. major source of revenue,
enhancing the commercial importance of its
political ally South Africa (since most ships
are forced to detour around Africa), and
preventing the Soviet Union from having
easy access by sea to the Far East.
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The Mideast truce and
the false superpower concept

NOVEMBER 13—At this moment the ceasefire agreement between the
Israelis and the Egyptians is so precarious that any conclusions regarding the
truce that was worked out and signed earlier are highly speculative. Never-
theless, there are some incontestable facts which have emerged from the war
which should command the attention of all who are concerned i:r the progress of
the liberation struggle in the Middle East.

At the end of the 1967 Israeli aggression, the internal m_n_.maos in the UAR was

such that President Nasser offered to
resig. The Egyptian military establish-
ment was in utter disarray and only the
spontaneous and momentous intervention of
the Egyptian masses in the streets by the
hundreds of thousands persuaded President
Nasser to stay on and also gave cause to the
U.S.-Israeli aggressors to ponder the ad-
visability of further incursions into Arab
territory.

Today it is Defense Minister Moshe
Dayan who has offered his resignation. The
top military brass of the Israeli army are
consumed by a venomous internal struggle
on who to blame for their failure. The whole
country is convulsed by the magnitude of the
fatalities suffered and the large number of
POWs in the hands of the Arab countries.

Slowly but surely, the true measure of
the almost complete worldwide isolation of
the tiny puppet state is dawning upon all
Israelis. Even in the Zionist movement
abroad, a ‘reevaluation of values” con-
cerning the perspective of the Zionist state
is beginning to surface. It becomes more
evident day by day that the objectives of
American imperialism are to protect and
defend its predatory material interests in
the Arab world, and that Israel is merely a

m0>> mOz EU _um._.>_wm
CBS-TV News Special, Nov. 3:

‘“When told that he was President
Nixon’s choice for the job of attorney
general, William Saxbe said, ‘If someone
upstairs wants me to be the attorney general
of these United States, then I will accept.’

“Asked if the phrase, ‘someone up-
stairs’ meant someone in the White House,
Saxbe replied, ‘No, I mean God.” ”’

GET'EM YOUNG
Vocational Guidance Series, Denison Books,
1973:

‘‘Here is a unique set of books that has
been compiled to interest students and
familiarize them with future job op-
portunities.

“For ages 9-13:

Ray Visits the Air Force Academy.

‘“Ten-year-old Ray Wilson, who is
fascinated with flying, is invited by his uncle
and his Boy Scout troop to visit the Air Force
Academy. Ray is able to visit with cadets,
professors and administrators and he is
deeply impressed with the campus, the
people and the mission of the United mnmﬁmm
Air Force Academy.”

Like naplaming Indochinese villages?
Tim Learns Abeut Mutual Funds.

‘“Eleven-year-old Tim Mills spends his
summer painting house numbers on curbs in
his neighborhood and he earns two hundred
and sixty dollars. He wants to invest his
money, and at his father’s suggestion he
investigates a mutual fund.”

Like Nixon’s secret mutual fund with,
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convenient means to accomplish that end.
All the talk about the “‘emotional affinity’’ to
Israel, the outpost of ‘‘Western democracy’’
and “freedom,” etc., is merely-a cover to
mask the insatiable appetite of the oil
monopolists and the expansionist aims of
the Pentagon.

For it is never forgotten in the Pentagon _
that Arab oil has been the prime fuel source
for all American land forces overseds. It is
Arab oil which fuels the Sixth Fleet in the
Mediterranean. It is Arab oil which enables
the Seventh Fleet to cover the Pacific, and it
is Arab oil which fuels the entire overseas
Air Force. The last thing the military brass
would want to see is the Navy and the Air
Force forced to fall back on U.S. domestic
production. However, this is only a secon-
dary consideration in the calculations of the
Pentagon’s overall perspective of main-
taining worldwide military hegemony at a
time when U.S. military, political,
economic, and diplomatic positions

throughout the world are crumbling.
Nowhere has this process of erosion of
the U.S. position been more true than in the
Middle East, where one U.S. bastion after
another has successively fallen. Even the

moéma mcmrmm.V i
Jeff Learns About the FBI.

‘“Jeff Nelson, age 10, hears of a bank
robbery on his transistor radio and spots the
getaway car. He contacts the FBI and aids
them in capturing the bandits. The agent in
charge of the FBI office invites Jeff to spend
a day with the Bureau learning about how
the FBI operates.”

Does Jeff see FBI chief L. Patrick Grey
burning Watergate evidence?

Danny Graham, Banker.

“Danny Graham faces the decision of
how to profitably spend the summer.
Because he was intrigued with the activities
and function of his town’s largest bank, he
seeks a summer job there. A program is set
up for Danny to teach other fourth graders
exactly what a bank does.”

Does Danny learn about foreclosing on
mortgages and bankrupting small
shopkeepers?

Shelby Goes to iw: m:.aa.

“‘Shelby, a ten-year-old boy, is unable 8
explain to his pals exactly what his stock-
broker father does for a living.”

When Shelby finally finds out exactly
what his stockbroker father does for a
living, does he leave home and become a
revolutionary socialist?

HENRY AND THE GESTAPO
The New York Times Magazine, Oct. 28:
“When he (Henry Kissinger) came to
this country in 1938, he had been so
frightened by his experience as a Jew in
Nazi Germany that he would cross the street
on seeing groups of boys approaching him

most reactionary feudal. monarchies and
sheikdoms have been forced into an in-
creasingly anti-U.S. and anti-imperialist
stand.

It is the mass awakening of the millions
upon millions of Arab people from one end of
the Arab world to the other which is
unquestionably the basic driving force
behind the resistance of the Arab govern-
ments. No small part in the Tesistance
struggle of the Arab people is played by the
tremendous military and material support
given by the USSR.

the USSR and the U.S. serves not only to
cover up the aggressive imperialist role of
the U.S. but to blur the class character of the
USSR as a (workers’) socialist state. For a
revolutionary working class organization to
adopt this viewpoint is to sink to the level of
bourgeois apologetics for imperialism.
Marxist-Leninist criticism of Soviet
policy has its origins in the revisionist
character of the Soviet bureaucracy and its
congenital opportunism in relationship to
the worldwide working class and national
liberation movements. Any criticism of

What is it that the Arabs have asked of the

US.?

It is to get out. What have they asked of the

USSR? To give them aid and material assistance
in order to get the U.S. out.

. It is presumably because of this help
and because the USSR has itself become-a
formidable military power that the false
concept of the so-called superpower theory
has arisen, which ascribes to the USSR as
well as to the U.S. an imperialist role.

But what .is it, for instance, that the
Arabs have asked of the U.S.? In a word, it is
to get out. And what have they asked of the
USSR? To give them aid and material
assistance in order- to get the U.S. out.

The dispute between the USSR and
some of the Arab governments rotates
around the unwillingness of the USSR to
totally commit itself militarily to the Arab
cause. Regardless of the merits of this
request, it should be obvious that this is an
altogether different matter than the
problem the Arabs have in forcing the U.S.
out.

In the one case where there was a
serious dispute between the Egyptian
government and that of the USSR over its
refusal to give Egypt offensive weapons, the
Egyptians asked the USSR to remove its

military personnel from Egypt, which it

promptly did.

The aim of bourgecis propaganda in
drawing an equal sign between the
divergent and irreconcilable positions of

on the sidewalks of New York. But six years
later, as a sergeant in the American Army,
he ran a small town in occupied Germany,
Ewm.._u, by playing on the disposition of
former Gestapo men to be loyal to anyone in
authority.” (Emphasis WW.) :
THE PRECINCT
CONNECTION

The New York Times, Nov. 1:

“*A federal judge adopted the recom-
mendation of a prosecutor yesterday and
imposed a suspended sentence on a New
York City detective who last May 21 pleaded
guilty to splitting a $4,000 payoff.

*Judge Sylvester J. Ryan put the
suspended detective, Louis M. D’Ambrosio,
33 years old, on two years probation.

‘‘He and his partner, Joseph N. Nun-

Soviet policy in the Middle East must be
viewed from that vantage point.

Why, for instance, hasn’t the USSR
given Egypt offensive weapons or com-
mitted itself more firmly in a military way?

"The answer lies in part in the ump-

derstandable fear of the USSR of provoking
a military confrontation with the U.S. But it
is also because the Soviet leaders are geared
toward long-term accommodation with the
U.S. instead of mere diplomatic nor-
malization. They have substituted the
politics of bourgeois detente for correct and
normal Leninist commercial and diplomatic
intercourse between socialist and capitalist
states.

The -rationale which prompted the
Soviet leaders to capitulate during the
Haiphong mining crisis and the nuclear
threat to a sister socialist country is also
what has prompted them to hasten an ac-
eord with Nixon following his phony special
nuclear alert.

The problem in the USSR is revisionism,
as it is in the worldwide working class
movement. The problem in the U.S. is im-
perialism. It is impossible to fight for the
socialist revolution unless these two dif-
ferent social phenomena are clearly kept in
mind.

ziata, were accused of agreeing to take a
payoff from an undercover informer to
conceal the fact that the informer was
allowed to leave the United States. At the
time, the two detectives were members of a
Federal-Local Task Force Against Nar-
cotics. Nunziata’s name reportedly was
signed on six vouchers used to withdraw
quantities of drugs from the police property
clerk’s office.

‘D’Ambrosio’s defense attorney, James
G. Starkey, also urged that there be no
prison sentence, saying there was special
danger to the lives of vo:nosoa sent to
prison.

*‘Detective Nunziata never faced
charges. He was found dead in a parked car
in Brooklyn on March 27, 1972.”
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The struggle over Nixon

The crisis deepens

By SAM MARCY )

November 14—At this moment it would
appear that Nixon is almost- completely
isolated from his former political allies and
supporters. With calls for his resignation
now coming from the Denver Post, the
Atlanta Journal, Time magazine, and the
Detroit News, not to speak of The New York
Times and the New York Post, the bulk of
the capitalist press seems to have solidly
lined up for Nixon’s resignation.

Similar calls had earlier come from the
press in Britain, notably the London Times,
the Economist, and the Observer. K

This could easily lead to the conclusion
that, given the profound isolation of Nixon
and how terribly discredited he has become
in the eyes of the broad masses of people, he
will resign. His November 7 nationwide
telecast, however, indicated otherwise, at
least for now.

WHEN CAPITALIST POLITICIANS
SEEM TO DEFY THEIR CLASS

The relationship between the capitalist
ruling class and its press is very analogous
to the relationship between the capitalist
class and its political leaders.

The capitalist politicians, like the press
and the pulpit, do not immediately and
directly o- spontaneously reflect the in-
terests of the ruling class.

They represent its generalized in-
terests. There are times when the
ideological and political leadership of the
ruling class may be way ahead, or for that
matter, way behind, the position of the
ruling class itself. n

Furthermore, the capitalist politicians
are always calling into question what really
constitutes ‘‘the vital interests™ of the ruling
class at any given moment. Mere factional
rifts may have their origin in contending
ruling class groupings, but Dbitter con-
troversy frequently reflects a genuine
difference ovér perspeetive arisifiig out of
the dilemma of U.S. imperialist decline.
There have been times when the ruling class
has exhibited a vicious and most venomous
attitude toward its political representatives
when they have merely been trying to serve
their class and its interests, and were
perhaps even more far-sighted than any
segment of the class itself.

‘ROOSEVELT

Franklin D. Roosevelt was regarded as
an arch-enemy of the ruling class, and he in
turn lambasted them as economic royalists.
But historically his mission was to save the
capitalist system from collapse and to
divert the unprecedented surge of militancy
and revolutionary energy of the masses,
generated by the Depression, into safe
governmental channels. The capitalist
press, especially in the thirties, continually
attacked him, and to this day many
bourggois historians regard him as a traitor
to his class.

History is full of illustrations of ap-
parent contradictions and sharp conflicts
between political leaders and the class they
represent.

THE RULING CLASS AND :,m,m.mﬂwmm

There is no question that the capitalist
press and media faithfully serve the class
interests of American finance capital. But
the fact that they have at last come out so
strongly for Nixon’s resignation should give
cause for reflection. When the Detroit News,
Atlanta Journal, and Denver Post call for
Nixon’s resignation, this can scarcely be
regarded as a gesture for greater freedom,
democracy, or any of the other myths. If one
remembers that these papers vociferously
promoted the “law and order’’ Nixon
campaigns of 1968 and 1972, their change of
heart is not due to any moral renaissance on
their part. They want to hurry up and put in
a rightwing Republican as a solution to the
problem. Their sudden switch reflects a
mixture of fear, growing panic, and a crude
attempt to achieve a peaceful transition
from Nixon to Ford. They are deeply
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worried about the dangerous tidal wave of
mass resentment and protest and want to
see the crisis over Nixon quickly resolved,
the republic again in secure (and reac-
tionary) hands, and the growing mass
movement over impeachment subside.

However, it is well to note, without
giving it too much significance, that a poll
taken by the Washington Post of .a broad
cross section of big business shows that very
few of the giant corporate executives are
willing to go as far as to call for Nixon's
resignation, although many of them have
been losing confidence in him (New York
Post, Nov. 5).

-Of course, none of the names of the giant
corporations or their executives were listed,
it being a so-called confidential poll.
Nevertheless, it is probably true that the
ruling class establishment as a whole does
not yet share the view of the capitalist press
and media.

Considering the momentous character
of the issues involved, the likelihood of a
complete accord between the ruling class
and its servitors, whether in the press or in
the Congress, is highly unlikely. During tlie
entire Roosevelt and Truman period, the
capitalist press was overwhelmingly hostile
to both of them, but the opposition never
took on the proportions of a demand for
resignation. The furthest it went was for 120
Congressmen to sign a petition calling for
the resignation of Dean Acheson, the then
Secretary of State, even though he was an
architect of NATO and the Cold War. But the
calls for Truman’s resignation were few in
number and came mostly from smallfry
politicians on the extreme right.

THE SWITCH TO FORD
The eagerness of the capitalist press to
achieve a quick and easy transition from
Nixon to another GOP rightist has sobered
some of the Democratic politicians in
& i e PR

Congress. It has at once made clear to them
that they can become entrapped by their
own maneuvers. Regardless of what more
basic issues are involved in the struggle, an
easy transition to a GOP rightist such as
Ford would mean a reactionary Republican
as President, one who in the past was in
some ways to the right of Nixon and later
carried out all Nixon’s domestic legislation,
one who has a Goldwater position on racism,
and a foreign policy only too eager to be
fashioned by the Pentagon. .

It would be a neat and facile maneuver
to end the acute internal crisis of the ruling
class if GOP rightist Ford were to be sub-
stituted for Nixon. Perhaps because it ap-
pears all too easy, the ruling class itself is
still cautious, as the Washington Post poll
shows. It is fearful that the dangers of such

Gentlemen: We also have contingency plans in the event history calls on us.

Gl union alerts troops to -
danger of military coup

By ANDY STAPP

On November 5, the American Ser-
vicemen’s Union, an organization of rank-
and-file servicemen and women and
veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces, ap-
pealed to the masses of GIs, sailors, airmen,
and marines to resist any attempt by the
military brass to intervene in the current
domestic crisis with military force:

_ The Bond, the newspaper of the ASU,
warned the enlisted men and women of the
various military branches that the Pentagon
bosses might attempt to declare martial law
and seize power, using the Watergate
political scandals as their excuse to take
over the government.

. Inits front-page article, headlined “'Are
Nixon & Brass Plotting a Coup?,’’ The Bond
attacked the many fascist-minded officers
““who dream of turning the U.S. into one
huge barrack’” and pointed out that the
October 25 worldwide U.S. military alert
might well have been ‘“a dry run for a
military seizure in Washington and other big
American cities.”

The Bond also pointed out that such a
coup plan does indeed exist! The ground-
work for a military seizure was laid during
the Black rebellions of 1967, when the
Pentagon began openly to prepare for the
day ‘“‘they may be called upon to take over
the operation of a government the size of
New York City or larger’’ (New York Daily
News, August 5, 1967).

Of course, the situation in the last year,
with the corrupt and totalitarian Nixon
reeling from one crisis to another, lends
itself particularly to the possibility of a
military coup.

There is coup talk in the air; some of it
emanating from conservative capitalist
papers like The Times of London. This
formerly pro-Nixon English newspaper
wrote on October 22, ‘‘Last night as the FBI
men moved in without warrant to ‘seal’ the
Cox files, the whiff of the Gestapo was in the
clear October air. Some of the soberest men

in government and out are now privately
expressing anxiety that the military might
now intervene—either to back the president
or throw him out.” P

.. On October 24, Rep. Robert Legget (D-
Calif.) said: ‘‘Fears that he (Nixon) will
impese martial law are cropping up more
and more in the messages we receive.”

On November 7, Rep. John Conyers (D-
Mich.), when asked a question by a Workers
World reporter about the possibility of a
military coup, answered, ‘“It’s possible.
After seven months of Watergate exposures,
it is certainly possible.”

The New York Post of Saturday,
November 3, reported: ‘‘A California
Congressman says he thinks Nixon might
attempt a military takeover of the govern-
ment rather “than relinquish “his ' office
voluntarily. ‘As the noose of justice tightens
around Nixon, he is growing more
desperate,” Rep. Fortney H. Stark (D-
Calif.) said yesterday. He said such an
attempt would fail because most military
officers would refuse to go along with it.”

The ASU stated that the :American
people must not rely on the military officer
caste to protect them from a military coup.
The Servicemen’s Union has fought against
these same racist and pro-war officers for
five years in the struggle to win elementary
democratic rights for servicemen and
women. The ASU instructed its members
and supporters in the military ‘to place
under arrest anyone issuing such (coup)
orders.”

Tens of thousands of this anti-coup issue
of The Bond are now in the possession of
GIs, especially the elite airborne units at Ft.
Bragg, N.C.

The brass now know that if they attempt
to directly move into the center of the
political stage by taking the reins of power
in their hands, they will face not only the
rage of the masses of civilians, but the
organized anger of the lower ranks of ‘‘their
own'’ army as well. :

an easy transition are underestimated ana
that the formidable character of issues
which are hidden beneath the surface may
break out into the open with full force. For it
is not the matter of the tapes, nor the break-
in at the Democratic Party headquarters,
nor the burglary at Ellsberg’s psychiatrist’s
office, nor other related matters which are
at the bottom of the clash within the ruling
class establishment.

CONCEALED SPLITOVER DETENTE?

A far more potent issue is the one which
relates to the detente between the U.S. and
the USSR and China. But it is too explosive
a matter for the ruling class factions to
debate right out in the open, particularly in
the midst of the protracted Mideast conflict.
In one way or another, the detente may be

the axis on which the real controversy
rotates.

(Secretary of State Kissinger, in his
most recent visit to Peking, went far out of
his way to assure Premier Chou En-lai that
American policy toward Chinawould remain
constant, ‘‘no matter what happens in the
United States in the future’!)

Since the end of the Second World War,
the principal issue in the U.S. ruling class
establishment has been its aggressive and
expansive foreign policy. And it would in-
deed be a break with the past if the
Watergate issue were not merely a surface
manifestation of this deeper issue.

The inner frictions among the capitalist
politicians are bound to come to the surface,
if they are not already doing so. A noticeable

(Continued on page 10)
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Now that the American people—especially the poor and
working people—understand that Nixon is a ruthless and criminal
tyrant in the pay of a clique of multimillionaires, the question is:

What do the people do about it?

Many within the government who seem to be Nixon’s harshest
critics want him out so they can restore the image of the U.S.
presidency and Washington as a whole. They would have us
believe that something called ‘“democracy’’ can really work in a
country where the vast majority of the people work for a small
class of superrich millionaires and billionaires.

In this section, Workers World looks at the different branches
of the federal government, and asks the question: If none of them
really represent the people, then don’‘t we have to fight to build a
revolutionary movement completely independent of the bosses and

their institutions?

The executive

By BOB McCUBBIN

Many people believe that while
PPresident Nixon may be corrupt, the
American institution of the presidency itself
is a democratic one. Many still believe that
the constitutional safeguards against
presidential tyranny, if not perfect, have
proven very effective over almost 200 years
of constitutional government. That Richard
Nixon should be president is to them an
unfortunate occurrence, but they would
argue that the wheels of ‘‘due process”
under the Constitution continue to turn and
that the ‘‘temporary’’ problem of having a
man like Nixon in the White House will soon
be ended.

But if Richard Nixon is not a real leader
of the people, it is only incidentally related
to his Watlergate crimes. He never was a
fighter for the people’s rights and neither
were any of the other U.S. presidents. Now
this may - seem like a very extreme
statement but it is borne out by a careful,
class-conscious study of U.S. history. There
has never been a U.S. president who was not
cither very wealthy himself or else was
bought and paid for by the wealthy bankers

Woodrow Wilson? Franklin Roosevelt?
Lyndon Johnson?) What this demonstrates
is that when big business wants war, it
doesn’t matter what the people want. And
what president has ever supported workers’
strikes for higher wages?

There is a popular myth that, while the
Republican party is definitely a big-business
party, the Democrats are more for the
“common man.” Someone should have
reminded Harry Truman of that fact. Not
the least of Truman’s connections with big
business was Charles E. Wilson, head of
General Electric, whom Truman made at
home in his administration.

One of Wilson’s more quotable quotes
was, ‘“‘The problems of the U.S. can be
captiously summed up in two words: Russia
abroad, Labor at home.” Truman himself
was a mighty strikebreaker, having used
the antilabor Taft-Hartley Act nine times to
prevent strikes for higher wages and, before
its passage, having threatened to draft
striking railroad workers into the U.S. Army
if they didn’t desist and return to work.

And, by the way, was Truman'’s ‘‘police
action’’ in Korea in the interest of ‘‘the
common man’’? The tens of thousands of
young American workers who died in that
“other’” Asian war were told they were
fighting for democracy but that’s not what
the Korean people thought, who had their
cities and farms destroyed and their fellow

F

Nixon (right) with Abplanalp and Rebozo. Every U.S. president has been bought and paid

for.

and businessmen who feed off the labor of
the American workers.
WHERE NIXON'S MILLIONS
CAME FROM

For example, in the rigged 1972 elec-
tions, the top 100 corporations each illegally
kicked in at least $100,000 for Nixon. That is
$10.000,000 just for a start. Most of the other
$50,000,000 Nixon got came from large in-
dividual fortunes and at least two
multimillionaire families; the Stones of
Chicago and the Mellons of Pittsburgh gave
Nixon over $1,000,000 each!

Now it is a well-known fact that many
big bankers and businessmen make con-
tributions to beth the Democratic and
Republican parties. The reason they do this
is two-fold. First, they want both major
candidates to be indebted to them, and
second, they know that, under most cir-
cumstances, it doesn’t matter which one
wins. The important thing is to make sure
that two candidates run so that the people
will continue to be deceived into thinking
that they have a real choice.

Time and time again, candidates for the
presidency have promised to keep the
country out of war, only to do the opposite
once they were elected. (Remember
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countrymen and women slaughtered by U.S.
troops.

DICTATORSHIP OF THE RICH

But there’s nothing special about Harry
Truman. His crimes are typical of the
crimes that all U.S. presidents have
routinely committed against the poor and
working people. The U.S. political system is
a democracy for the rich. But it is a dic-
tatorship of the rich against the poor and all
the working people.

The executive branch of the govern-
ment, like the other two branches, exists for
the purpose of maintaining the rule of the
rich over the rest of society. There are
approximately 2.7 million people working in
the federal government bureaucracy, most
of them in the executive branch. Surely such

a large and complex society needs govern-

ment regulation and guidance to oversee the
wide range of services, enterprises, etc.,
that are required. It is interesting though,
that in spite of such huge bureaucracies as
the Department of Health, Education, and
Welfare, to name just one, the problems of
health, education, and welfare of the masses
continue to remain unsolved and untreated
year after year, becoming progressively

The govenment, the state,

more serious as programs get cut back and
cancelled and the cities continue to
deteriorate.

The vast offices that make up the
executive branch function on the basis of
favors to the corporations, payoffs, and
plush jobs to the ‘“‘special friends’ and
‘“loyal’’ party officials, and deception of the
masses of people. The péople are told there
is a Department of Justice. But just imagine
a worn-out old worker going there to get
justice in the form of decent retirement
benefits from his boss. Or imagine the
Farah strikers or the United Farmworkers
going there to seek justice in their righteous
struggles. ’

The billionaires call the tune to which
the executive bureaucracy dances and the
lyrics are always the same: serve the rich,
deceive and repress the rest. And speaking
of repression, the budget for repression is
astronomical. The new FBI building
(supposedly a subdivision of the Justice
Department) is ten times as large as the
Justice Department building itself. The U.S.
military machine, with its intimate con-
nections to big business (2,134 former high-
ranking military officers were employed by
‘“defense’” industries in 1969), and the CIA
(whose budget is a closely guarded secret)
have no other function but the preservation
by force and treachery of U.S. big-business
rule around the world.

Does the president represent the
people? If you answered yes, guess again.
The executive branch of government, from
the president on down, is a sophisticated
mechanism for enforcing the dictatorship
of the billionaires. When the people take
over, and they will, they will tear down that
monstrous edifice brick by brick, and then,
and only then, will the rule of the Nixons,
whatever their actual names, be ended once
and for all.

The legislative

By TOM MITCHELL

Congress, we are told, is the branch of
government closest to the people, because
there are so many of them, elected in all
sections of the states.

But, in fact, the Congress of the United
States of America is controlled by the super-
rich corporation owners. The hundreds of
millions of dollars spent on campaigns are a
very profitable investment for the bankers
and industrialists who have such enormous
sums at their command.

The Republican party is financed
overwhelmingly by business. Arnd the
Democrats, said to represent labor and the
poor, also get the bulk of their cash from
management, more than three times as
much as from unions.

Both major political parties and all the
successful vote-getters are absolute and
unyielding defenders of business-as-usual,
the right of the few to get richer while the
many get poorer.

With so few barriers against it, conflict
of interest becomes commonplace in
Congress. ‘‘If everyone abstained on
grounds of personal interest,” former
Senator Robert Kerr claimed, ‘I doubt if
you could get a quorum (enough
congressmen to hold a vote) on any sub-
ject.”” Kerr’s own position neatly illustrates
the problem. As a millionaire oilman from
Oklahoma, Kerr stood to lose or gain on
huge sums, depending on the government’s
tax rules on oil. As a powerful member of
the Senate Finance Committee, Kerr was
one of the men who decided what the tax
laws should be. It does not take long to see
the conflict. “Hell,” Kerr bragged, “I’m in
everything.”

In this great ‘‘democracy,” anybody
has the chance to go to Congress and
become a millionaire on graft, as long as
you get promoted by the party machine, the

press, and rich financial backers. Big
business can’t lose when both carefully
chosen candidates have strings attached.

CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES
AND LOBBIES

Just in case the rigged election system
fails on occasion, Congress, in making laws
and raising taxes, is organized into com-
mittees. For every committee (commerce,
banking, agriculture, health, etc.), thereis a
lobby that pulls the strings.

The word ‘‘lobbying’’ dates from the
period right after the Civil War when the
rising industrial tycoons took over
dominance in the government from the
slaveowners. The bribery was so much out
in the open when Washington was more
isolated from the people that the payoffs
took place right in the lobbies of Congress.

The great transcontinental railroad’was
one of the more famous giveaways,
amounting to millions of acres of public land
and fabulously overpriced contracts. The
railroads aren’t what they used to be, but
the subsidy rolls on.

Lobbies are the directly employed
agents of the business groups who control
Congress. Money still does the talking, but
the lobbies now do most of their ‘‘per-
suading’’ behind the closed doors of
congressional committee rooms. And the
media cooperate in keeping the secret
government censored for the most part.

When was the last time you read about
how organizations like the National
Association of Manufacturers, the Chamber
of Commerce, the National Farm Bureau,
the American Medical Association, the
Bankers Political Action Committee, or the
nameless oil lobby are actually writing the
laws that our ‘“‘representatives” introduce
on the floor of Congress?

When has it been noticed that the public
spectacle of $1,000-a-plate fund raising
dinners and $2,500 speaking fees for
politicans are really a form of graft rewards
for service that every politician takes? And
this is just the small part, the over-the-table
kickbacks!

DEMOCRACY FOR THE RICH

Less than .05 percent of the people in the
U.S. are worth a million dollars and have the
capital to make controlling investments in
politicians. But these few big wheels don’t
always agree on how to share the pie and
keep the people in line.

Congress is an arena in which the dif-
ferent business groups in the U.S. maneuver
for political leadership of their class. All the
talk about the welfare of the people and the
national interest is just so much hot air—a
smokescreen to hide the true character of
their doings.

When big business writes the rules so
that democracy is a privilege reserved for
them, those who hope to bring about change
simply by electing a progressive candidate
here and there are being tricked into a trap.

The judicial
By DEIRDRE GRISWOLD

Of all the branches of the government,
the one with the greatest awe and mystique
attached to it is the judiciary.

Those words “In God We Trust,” so
often lettered in gold above the bench, en-
dow the black-robed figure with an in-
fallibility emanating from heaven itself.

How could a whisper of bias or gross
material interest be attached to an in-
stitution clothed in such solemn surround-
ings and supported by such lofty marble
columns?

But the history of the U.S. Supreme
Court is as sordid as that of the other
branches. Interest-peddling cloaked in noble
sentiments, harsh and cruel ‘‘justice”
against the poor and oppressed, and, in
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